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“ISLAM, JESUS, AND YOU”  
 

INTRODUCTION 

� Which word(s) best describes your reaction to the words “Muslim” or “Islam”: curiosity, fear, anger, 

or indifference?   
� What are three adjectives you would use to describe Muslims?   
� What core beliefs/religious practices do you associate with them?   
� Have you made attempts to discuss faith issues with Muslims in your neighborhood, workplace, or 

school?  Describe your experiences.   
 

“Islam” is Arabic for “surrender” or “submission,” and a Muslim is a “surrendered one”.   
 

I. ISLAM: THE ORIGINS 
THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD/THE QUR’AN - Muhammad was born in A.D. 570 into a family believed to 

be descended from Abraham’s son, Ishmael.  His father died before his birth, his mother died when 

he was 6.  He was appalled at the idol worship of his day.  In a time of meditation in a cave outside 

Mecca, Muslims believe he was visited by the angel Gabriel and that from there until the end of his 

life in 632, he received revelations which were compiled into the “Qur’an.”  The Qur’an is 114 chapters 

(suras) and is considered the last, infallible witness of Allah — an exact word-for-word copy of God’s 

final revelation.   

MUHAMMAD’S REACTIONS TO THE REVELATIONS AND VISIT WITH A “CHRISTIAN” – When 

Muhammad received revelations from the “angel,” he had numerous negative reactions: panic, terror; 

sweating profusely; ringing in the ears; foaming at the mouth; trembling; loss of consciousness or 

fainting; bewilderment - fear that he was possessed by a demon or going mad; suicidal depression.  

Because of the confusion and intensity of these revelations, Muhammad’s first wife, Khadija, took him 

to a “Christian” relative of hers - Waraqah bin Nawfal (he was probably part of a sect outside of true, 

biblical Christianity).  Sadly, this man apparently acknowledged Muhammad’s calling as a prophet to be 

authentic and. . .history was changed.  What if Waraqah had cited Galatians 1:8 and 2 Corinthians 

11:14 to Muhammad and Khadija?!      

MUHAMMAD’S PREACHING, FLIGHT, FIGHT – Originally, Muhammad publicly preached a message of 

one God, a stop to idol worship in Mecca, and a coming day of God’s judgment (in Mecca, he was a 

“warner”).  Most did not listen and Muhammad and his followers were forced to flee from Mecca to 

Medina (200 miles north).  During his time in Medina, he became a strong political and military leader, 

winning numerous military battles (in Medina, he was a “warrior”). Muhammad later returned to Mecca 

and two years after his death, all of Arabia was Islamic. 

2 MUHAMMADS?  2 QUR’ANS? 2 MUSLIMS? – Some believe that in the beginning, Muhammad was a 

sincere seeker of truth and that the revelations he received in Mecca became the more peaceful 

verses of the Qur’an.  When he fled persecution in Mecca and lived in Medina, the revelations he 

received became more and more violent and were reflected in the Qur’an.  When one looks at Islam 

and Muslims in the world today, you have peaceful Muslims who live their lives according to the early, 

peaceful Muhammad and the more peaceful parts of the Qur’an.  You also have violent Muslims who 

live their lives according to the later warrior Muhammad and the violent verses of the Qur’an.  Of 

course, there was only 1 Muhammad and only 1 Qur’an.  The point here is that Muslims vary as to which 

part of Muhammad’s life they will emulate and which part of the Qur’an they will follow.  This is 

heavily influenced by: their spiritual leaders (imams, mullahs), their family, their tribe, etc.  (While 

there are extremists, most Muslims in the world - just like you - want to live a quiet, peaceful life.  

They are generally a warm, hospitable, people.)   

AFTER MUHAMMAD’S DEATH - A difference arose over who would lead Islam: most believed it should 

be Abu-Bakr, one of the first converts.  Others believed Ali, Muhammad’s son-in-law and cousin, 

should be the successor.  Ali’s followers became known as Shiites and Abu-Bakr’s followers became 

known as Sunnis (85% or more of Muslims in the world today).  By the end of its first century, Islam 

stretched from the western borders of China to the southern borders of France.  Northern Africa 

became Muslim as well.   



II. ISLAM: PRACTICES & BELIEFS 
A. THE “FIVE PILLARS” 

    1. Shahadah (the profession of faith) - “There is no God but Allah, and Muhammad is His Prophet.”  

Most frequently repeated sentence in the life of a Muslim: spoken daily in prayers, first thing spoken 

into the ear of a newborn baby, at weddings, and if possible the last thing heard and spoken at death. 

2. Salat (prayer) - prescribed prayers said five times a day facing Mecca; special prayers are said 

on Fridays at noon in the mosque; the call to prayer can be heard from minarets, TV, and radio and is 

always in Arabic.  B-4 prayer, Muslims must ritually cleanse certain parts of their bodies with water. 

3. Zakat (almsgiving) - middle and upper class Sunni Muslims are expected to give 2 1/2%.  

4. Sawm (fasting) - during the month of Ramadan, no food or drink from dawn until dusk; three day 

celebration (Eid) at end with singing, dancing, visiting, gift-giving, fireworks. 

5. Hajj (pilgrimage) - if physically or financially possible, a visit to Mecca is expected at least once 

in life; circling the Ka’aba; reenactment of Muhammad’s flight from Mecca to Medina; “stoning” Satan. 

 

B. BELIEFS ABOUT GOD AS FATHER/TRINITY & DEITY OF JESUS IN THE QUR’AN  

“The Messiah, Jesus son of Mary, was only a messenger of Allah, and His word which He conveyed 

unto Mary, and a spirit from Him. So believe in Allah and His messengers, and say not "Three" - 

Cease! (it is) better for you! - Allah is only One Allah. Far is it removed from His Transcendent 

Majesty that He should have a son” (Sura 4:171, cf.5:73).  “The Christians say: The Messiah is the 

son of Allah; these are the words of their mouths. . .may Allah destroy them" (Sura 9:29-30).  

Bible answer: 1 John 5:11-12. 

“The Messiah, Jesus the son of Mary, was no more than God’s apostle” (Sura 4).  Bible: 1 John 4:15. 

“They do blaspheme who say: "Allah is Christ the son of Mary” (Sura 5:72, 5:17).  Bible: John 1:1.   

“They did not kill him, nor did they crucify him, though it was made to appear like that to them” (Sura 

4:155-158).  Bible answer: John 20:24-31). 

 

C. BELIEFS ABOUT OBTAINING SALVATION IN THE QUR’AN 

 Islam Is The True Religion - “If anyone desires a religion other than Islam, never will it be 

accepted of him; and in the hereafter he will be in the ranks of those who have lost” (Qu’ran 3:85).  

Bible answer: John 3:16; John 14:6; 1 John 4:1. 

 The Scales - At the Last Judgment, Allah will determine one's eternal destiny as He places one's 

good and evil works on the divine scale: "Then those whose scales are heavy [with good deeds], they 

are the successful. And those whose scales are light are those who lose their souls, in hell abiding" 

(Sura 23:102,103).  Bible answer: Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus 3:4-7.  

 The Angels - It is believed that an angel on a Muslim’s right shoulder records good deeds and an 

angel on their left shoulder records bad deeds.  Bible answer: Revelation 20:12-15.  

 The Uncertainty - There is no guarantee of Paradise for Muslims.  They can never be sure of their 

destiny.  Good works can only give one hope for heaven.  A devout Muslim would not rely on good works 

alone because doing so would presume upon the sovereignty of Allah.  Muhammad himself questioned 

his own salvation: “I do not know what Allah will do to me” (Hadith 5.266)!  Muslims can only say, “If 

God wills. . . .”   Bible answer: 1 John 5:13. 

 

D. SIMILAR BELIEFS ABOUT JESUS IN ISLAM – USE THEM TO “BUILD BRIDGES” 

 1. Virgin Birth & Messiah – The Qur’an, Sura 3:38-48; 19:16-22 

 2. Performed Miracles & Healings – The Qur’an, Sura 3:49 

 3. Lived A Sinless Life - The Qur’an, Sura 19:19 

 4. Death (future) & Resurrection (future) - The Qur’an, Sura 3:55; 5:117; 19:30-35 

5. Will Come Again & Will Judge - The Qur’an, Sura 43:61 

 

CONCLUSION: ISLAM, JESUS AND YOU 

There are 1.4 to 1.5 billion Muslims in the world — 1 in 4 persons!  There are 4-6 million Muslims in the 

U.S. and thousands of mosques.  God has brought them to us (Acts 17:26-27).  What will we do?  Will we 

put aside stereotypes, fear, prejudice, and anger?  Will we build bridges or walls?  Will we be like Jonah – 

run, hide, hate?  Or. . .will we be like Jesus – seek and save what is lost?  Will we obey Jesus’ commands to 

love our neighbors, be peacemakers, and make disciples?   



“BUILDING BRIDGES OF FRIENDSHIP  

WITH YOUR MUSLIM FRIEND”  
 

I.  PRACTICE CULTURAL AWARENESS (adapted from Ed Hoskins, A Muslim’s Heart) 

     

� Relationships & Hospitality - Essential!  People are more important than events 

� Generosity - If you visit, be careful of what you admire.  It might be given to you! 

� Family - Emphasis on the extended family vs. the nuclear, immediate family 

� Aging - Leads to greater respect, decision making in Muslim culture 

� Status - In the West it is usually earned.  In Muslim society, it is usually inherited 

� Rights - Society more important than the individual; group oriented 

� Change – Of little value, often shunned in the East 

� Time Orientation - The past and traditions are valued over the future 

� Education - rote memory vs. integration and application of facts 

� Time Usage  - Punctuality not as important in the East as the West 

� Honor & Shame - All-important!  “Honor is the ship that floats all of Muslim culture.   

It is more important than logic, truth, and even life itself.  This may seem odd to us 

in the West but honor is an actual commodity to Muslims, which can be bought and 

sold, added to, and subtracted from. . . Anything that subtracts, namely shame, is 

to be avoided at all costs; female sexual immorality and changing religion top the 

list.”   (Hoskins) 

� Sin - “Sin is not taken as seriously in the East as it is in the West.  Although it is 

considered wrong for a Muslim to sin, it is not nearly as bad as the shame of 

committing sin and then getting caught.  Sin is relative and largely external (‘What 

if someone sees what I did and tells others?’) as opposed to the Western view of 

sin, which is more internal (‘What do I do about the guilt I feel because of my moral 

failure?’)” (Hoskins). 

� Confrontation - Remember, preserving honor - “saving face” - is a top priority!  

Blame is avoided or transferred.  Confrontation is often done through a third party 

or through a story vs. a direct approach.   

 

II.  PRACTICE CULTURAL COURTESIES (adapted from Hoskins, A Muslim’s Heart)  

    

� Greetings - Shaking hands is a polite greeting but never use your left hand.  With 

the opposite gender, never put out your hand first.  If they want to shake your 

hand, they will reach theirs out to you first.  “Peace be upon you” is a standard 

greeting and “And upon you be peace” is the standard response.  

� Refreshments - Every host, no matter how poor, wants to be known as hospitable.  

A lack of this subtracts from family honor, which is to be avoided at all costs!  If 

you visit, you will usually be given something to drink (tea, juice, soft drink) and 

often something to eat (nuts or sweets).  If you are visited, be sure to set out nice 

dishes and offer refreshments to your Muslim visitors.  Be prepared for a long visit 

— perhaps several hours — and don’t be the first to suggest that the visit is over!  



 

� Food & Drink - Muslims believe God has forbidden them to eat pork or drink alcohol.  

Serving almost any other kind of meat to them is a safe choice, especially chicken 

(if the meat can be “halal,” all the better – look up halal markets near you).  Unclean 

foods:  avoid anything made with lard (cookies, cakes).  Use vegetable fat and check 

labels!  

� Dogs – Usually considered dirty animals.  Keep them restrained and out of sight for 

the sake of your Muslim guest. 

� Repetition – If a Muslim makes a polite invitation once, it may not be intended to be 

fulfilled.  If an offer is genuine, it will be repeated two or even three times.  Pay 

attention. 

� Gifts - When visiting someone’s home for the first time, take a gift such as flowers 

or candy.  The closer the relationship, the more expensive the gift should be, but 

try to keep the gifts even in value (Muslims will do almost anything to not be in your 

debt).  

� Clothing - Muslims are repelled by the way Westerners dress.  In building 

friendship, modesty is the key.  Men: wear long pants (not shorts or “skinny jeans”) 

and it is good to wear long-sleeved shirts.  Women: wear long skirts or dresses and 

long-sleeved, loose-fitting blouses (nothing sleeveless; no shorts or low-cut 

necklines).  True story: a man was afraid to become Christian because he thought 

his wife and daughters would then dress immodestly and become immoral.  (Madonna 

sometimes wears a cross on stage but little else – what message does this send?) 

� Avoid Loaded Topics Guaranteed To Start An Argument - Israel, Palestine, the Gulf 

Wars, the Crusades, oil, President G.W. Bush, and politics in general.  Don’t be 

sucked in!  Don’t let your nationalistic pride or politics get in the way of your 

disciple making!  Evangelism is more important than patriotism.   

� Avoid Win-Lose Debates - Earn the right to be heard by listening, learning.  

Discussions are for friends; debates are for opponents.  Be firm, respectful, loving 

(smile!).  Keep the focus on Jesus – His miracles, His teachings, His character!  

 

CONCLUSION: FRIENDSHIP TAKES TIME TO DEVELOP,  

TRUST IS GIVEN SLOWLY BUT IT IS SO WORTH IT! 

 

Building bridges of friendship and trust with your Muslim friend requires effort, 

flexibility, time, and genuine love (1 Thessalonians 2:8).  Though we may not like it, we are 

the ones who must adapt (1 Corinthians 8:13; Romans 14:21).  Why?  Jesus did it for us.  In 

humility, He set the example - for the sake of the gospel, for the glory of His Father 

(Philippians 2:5-8).   

 

So. . .what will we do. . .run, hide, and hate. . .like Jonah?   

Or. . .reach out in love. . .like Jesus?   

The choice is ours! 

 

Let’s obey Jesus’ commands to love our neighbors, be peacemakers, and make disciples! 



MUSLIM-CHRISTIAN FAITH DISCUSSIONS 
(GUIDELINES FOR CHRISTIANS) 

 
“Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. Let 

your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how 
to answer everyone” (Colossians 4:5-6, NIV). 

 
“But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to 
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with 

gentleness and respect.” (1 Peter 3:15, NIV). 
 

1. We Are Ambassadors For Christ – Represent Him Well! 
- We are to represent the Jesus we know, love, and worship more than anything or 

anyone else.  More than our church, more than our ministry, more than our politics.  It’s 
all about Jesus!  (2 Corinthians 5:20) 
 

2. Relax – Enjoy Yourself! 
- It’s normal to be nervous but this is a great opportunity to trust God and venture out in 

new places with Him as your Guide.  
- You don’t need to be an “expert” in Islam, or even Christianity and the Bible.  You don’t 

have to have all the answers.   
- It’s always OK to say “I don’t know but I will do my best to find out.” 
- Love covers a multitude of sins so don’t walk on eggshells worrying about making 

mistakes.  Just smile a lot and do your best! 
- Have fun.  You will generally find most Muslims to be wonderful people.  

 
3. Engage In Discussions And Dialogues, Not Debates! 
- Discussions & dialogues are for friends; debates are for opponents.   
- This is not a competition – it is not the Christians vs. the Muslims. 
- So. . .you don’t have to “score points” or “win.” 

- This is about sharing Jesus and Biblical principles for daily living and letting God work 
in hearts.  He is the One who saves – the only One who has the power to save. 

- Don’t argue or get defensive.  If it feels like an argument is beginning, remember that 
“a gentle answer turns away wrath.”  (James 1:19) 
- Ask questions – take the humble posture of a learner. 

- If you use apologetics, do it in a kind manner. And remember, most Muslims are not 
influenced to Christ by apologetics as much as the loving friendship of Christians.   

- Show respect and honor.  Listen carefully to the Muslim’s point of view and earn the 
right to be heard.  Be patient, courteous, and polite.   (1 Peter 2:17) 
 

4. Don’t Put Down Islam, Muhammad, Or The Qur’an! 
- This just builds huge walls – or strengthens the ones that are already there. 

- Show respect for the Muslims’ beliefs.  Where they agree with the Bible you might say 
something like, “That is great.  We have some common ground there.”  Or “The Bible 

says something very similar.”  Build bridges!  (Acts 17:28) 
- Give your stereotypes to God.  Seek His help with any fear, hate, suspicion. 

  

5. Lift Up Jesus, Your Savior! 
- He is the One Muslims need.  He is the One we all need!  Speak of His teachings, His 
actions, His sinlessness – His incomparable beauty.  (2 Corinthians 4:5) 
- Muslims will often say to you: “We love Jesus.  He is one of our prophets.  We cannot 

be Muslims without loving Jesus.”  Kindly, humbly ask them what they love about Him.  
Listen carefully and in a genuinely respectful way, and then share why you love Him. 



6. Use & Show Respect For Your Bible! 
- Use it as your primary source/guide for belief and behavior.  (2 Timothy 3:16) 
- Never put your Bible on the floor (or even on your chair if you can help it).  To the 
Muslim, this shows a lack of respect.  Hold it or keep it on a table.   

- Let the Bible speak for itself.  Trust it.  There is power in God’s Word!  (Hebrews 4:12) 
- As much as you can, use Scriptures from the Gospels.  You can use any verses from 

the Bible but we have generally found that the sayings and stories of Jesus Himself are 
sometimes better received by Muslims than verses from other biblical writers. 
- Muslims often view our many English translations as a sign of weakness (though they 

actually have many as well).  If this comes up, simply share that every Bible translation 
contains the same essential message: God’s loving plan to save/rescue lost sinners 

through the person of Jesus!   
- Muslims believe our Bible is “corrupted” in places.  The Qur’an says that Jesus is not 
the Son of God and did not die on the cross.  Don’t argue about it.  Just give them an 

Arabic-English New Testament as a gift.  Let them read it for themselves.  Let God work.     

 

7. Share Stories Of God Working In Your Life – Incl. Your “Testimony!  
- There is nothing like a personal sharing of how God initially saved you (Acts 26) or 

later did something in answer to prayer.  It shows that you have connection with Him!   
- Share your examples (with enthusiasm) about how you see Jesus as being so great, so 
loving, so utterly amazing.  He is the Key.  He is the One and Only (Jn. 14:6; Acts 4:29). 

    

8. Build Relationships! 
- When you meet a Muslim, think about exchanging e-mails or cell phone numbers, 
getting together for a lunch, etc.  Be friendly, and be a friend. 
- Build a relationship, don’t just communicate information.  (1 Thessalonians 2:8) 
- Focus on the heart – gently probe how the Muslim perceives his or her relationship with 
God in daily living.  Don’t just share doctrine or theology. 

 
9. Practice Righteous & Wise Male-Female Interaction 
- Do not touch someone of the opposite gender. If they offer you their hand to shake, 
then you may do so. Do not extend your hand first.   

- Women, dress modestly. The less tight/the less skin showing, the better (no shorts or 
low cut tops).  Long sleeved, loose fitting blouses and pants are good.  (1 Timothy 2:9) 

- Men, you also need to dress modestly.  Wear long and loose fitting pants (usually best 
not to wear shorts, gym shorts or “skinny jeans”).  Long sleeved shirts are also good. 
- It is fine to talk to members of the opposite sex but not alone.  Try to spend more time 

talking with those of your own gender or talk in larger mixed groups. 
 

10A. Love, Love, Love – Each Muslim You Meet!   
- The “Great Commission” (Matthew 28:18-20) without the “Great Commandment” (Mark 

12:30-31) leads to prideful, obnoxious Christians (1 Cor. 13).  (Rom. 10:1-4)  
- Whatever mistake you might make, don’t let it be a lack of Christ-like love! 
 

10B. Pray, Pray, Pray – For Yourself, And Muslims You Know! 
- Get right yourself with God: seek forgiveness for all sins & filling of the Holy Spirit.  Ask 

for a heart of true humility as fellow sojourners (you don’t have it all together, do you?).   
- Consider fasting.  Your Muslim friend probably fasts. 
- Ask other Christians to be praying for you - for you to faithfully obey Jesus’ commands 

to love your neighbor, be a peacemaker, and make disciples of all nations!  Ask them to 
pray for you to have open doors (Colossians 4:3), clear proclamation of the Gospel 

(Colossians 4:3), and. . .courage (Ephesians 6:19). 
- Ask other Christians to be praying for your Muslim friends – that the Father would draw 

them to Jesus (John 6:44).  This is the only way for them – for any of us – to be saved!   



SUGGESTED READING LIST FOR LEARNING ABOUT ISLAM  
AND PRAYING FOR/REACHING OUT TO MUSLIMS 

 
BOOKS: 
 

Books Of Testimonies Of Muslims Who Became Christia ns (“MBB’s” – Muslim 
Background Believers or “BMB’s” – Believers from a Muslim Background) 
� Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus: A Devout Muslim Encounters Christianity by Nabeel 

Qureshi (the best book we have seen which does two things: combines an amazing 
testimony woven together with an excellent overview of Islam) 

� I Dared To Call Him Father by Bilquis Sheikh (tremendous book by a prominent 
Muslim woman in Pakistan; Bilquis had dreams from the Lord which turned her world 
upside down as she sought answers. . .and found Jesus!)  

� Secret Believers: What Happens When Muslims Believe In Christ  by Brother Andrew 
& Al Janssen (amazing book — reads like a novel; Brother Andrew says it is his last 
book; great conclusion about how we must be willing to pay any price to see Muslims 
find Christ — even to the giving of our lives) 

� Which None Can Shut by Reema Goode (fantastic stories from the Arabian Gulf by a 
missionary – some of the best stories we have read) 

� Dreams & Visions: Is Jesus Awakening the Muslim World? by Tom Doyle (stirring 
stories of Jesus revealing himself to Muslims in Arab countries)  

� A Wind in the House of Islam by David Garrison (chronicles whole movements of 
Muslims coming to Christ in this century – the greatest movements in history!)  

� The Man From Gadara by Abdalla Hawatmeh, Roland Muller (beautiful story of 
Jordanian man who came to U.S. to study, was saved, went home to pastor) 

� The Torn Veil by Gulshan Esther (Muslim girl miraculously healed, born again) 
� Once An Arafat Man by Tass Saada (how a PLO sniper found new life in Christ) 

 
Books About What Muslims Believe (Some Also Include  How To Reach Out)  
� Muslims, Christians, and Jesus by Carl Medearis (excellent, thought provoking book 

which challenges Christians to always promote Jesus – not “Christianity”) 
� Reaching Muslims: A One-Stop Guide for Christians by Nick Chatrath 
� Breakthrough: The Return Of Hope To The Middle East by Tom Doyle (simple 

overview of Islam & great, great stories by a missionary to Jews and Muslims)  
� A Muslim’s Heart: What Every Christian Needs To Know To Share Christ With 

Muslims by Edward Hoskins (quick, easy read; very practical and helpful tips) 
� Encountering the World of Islam edited by Keith Swartley (explores the Muslim world 

in a hopeful, positive way; writings by 80 missionaries to Muslims; comprehensive) 
� Jesus and Mohammad: Profound Differences and Surprising Similarities by Mark 

Gabriel (BMB from Egypt; taught at Al-Azhar University in Cairo; amazing testimony) 
� Culture Clash: Islam’s War On The West by Mark Gabriel (small book with great 

overview of Muslim culture/religion and how it clashes with our culture) 
� Healing The Broken Family Of Abraham: New Life For Muslims by Don McCurry (very 

detailed but good overview of Islam; scholarly but with real heart) 
 

Books About Islam & Women 
� In the Land of Blue Burqas by Kate McCord (former missionary to Afghanistan)   
� Daughters Of Islam by Miriam Adeney 
� Ministry To Muslim Women: Longing To Call Them Sisters by Fran Love, Jeleta 

Eckheart (editors) 
� Miniskirts, Mothers and Muslims by Christine Mallouhi 
� Lifting The Veil: The World Of Muslim Women by Phil & Julie Parshall  
� Through Her Eyes by Marti Smith (perspectives from women missionaries) 



Books To Give To Muslims As A Witness 
�   One God, One Message: Discover The Mystery, Take The Journey by P.D. Bramsen 

(25 year missionary to Muslims on the edge of the Sahara)  
�   God Loves You, My Muslim Friend by Samy Tanagho  

 
Books Addressing The Palestinian Question From A Di fferent Perspective  
� Light Force by Brother Andrew & Al Janssen (excellent book about Palestinian 

Christians caught in the crossfire of Israel’s battle with radical Palestinian Muslims) 
� Blood Brothers by Elias Chacour (heart rending account of the pain of Palestinians 

who lost their homes, land, vineyards when the Jews took over in the late 1940’s) 
� Palestinian Memories by Alex Awad (written by a Palestinian Christian Bible college 

professor; he combines his family’s painful story with his view of history in the conflict) 
 

Books About Islam & Terrorism 
� The Mind of Terror: A Former Muslim Sniper Explores What Motivates ISIS and 

Other Extremist Groups (and how best to respond) by Tass Saada & Dean Merrill 
(What motivates the terrorists - and how should we respond? Saada exposes the 
underlying factors that fuel the atrocities and outlines a peaceful solution) 

�  Answering Jihad by Nabeel Qureshi (former Muslim explores what jihad is, how it 
relates to ISIS and Islamic terrorism today, and the most appropriate reaction) 

 
Books About Muslim Persecution Of Christians 
� Killing Christians: Living The Faith Where It’s Not Safe To Believe by Tom Doyle 

(Doyle takes readers to the secret meetings, the torture rooms, the grim prisons, and 
even the executions that are the “calling” of countless Muslims-turned-Christians. 
Each survivor shares what Christ has taught them.  Soul-stirring and renewing.) 

Books On The Calling For Christians To Go: The Musl im Worl d/Dangerous Places 
� Why God Calls Us to Dangerous Places by Kate McCord (soon after 9/11, she left the 

corporate world and followed God to Afghanistan where she suffered many losses: 
comfort, safety, dear friends.  Kate considers why God calls us to dangerous places 
and what it can mean: death, trauma, and heavy sorrow. But it can also mean a 
firmer hope, joy unimaginable, and a new closeness to the heart of God.) 

� The Muslim World – A Presbyterian Mandate by Greg Livingstone (written by a 
mission legend; Greg started or helped to start 3 missions agencies and has reached 
out to Muslims for over 50 years with his wife, Sally; this book convicts and 
challenges Christians to courageously obey the mandate to go to the Muslim world) 

 
DVD COURSES: 

� Bridges: Christians Connecting With Muslims  by Fouad Masri, Crescent Project  
(excellent overview of Islam, how to share Jesus with Muslims) 

� Journey to Jesus: Building Christ-Centered Friendships with Muslims by the Billy 
Graham Center at Wheaton College (quality dramatizations) 

� Muslims, Christians, and Jesus by Carl Medearis (parallels great book of same title) 
� Loving Muslims & Sharing Jesus by Carl Medearis & Dr. Rick Love  
� I Love Muslims by Send International missions agency 
� In The House of Islam (amazing story of recent movements of Muslims to Christ!)) 
 

WEBSITES: 
www.iLoveMuslims.net  (website for Muslims to know they are loved) 
www.frontiers.org/home (Frontiers Ministries home page; tremendous global ministry) 
www.answering-islam.org (apologetics emphasis) 
www.secretbelievers.org (excellent site on Islam, testimonies, persecution updates) 
www.30-days.net/ (how to pray for Muslims around the world!) 



 

HOW DO WE THINK ABOUT, TALK ABOUT,                

AND RESPOND TO ISLAM – AND MUSLIMS?                                            
(Looking For A Biblical & Balanced Christian View) 

Hello Friends, 

I am greatly concerned with how we as Christians talk about Muslims and 
Islam in our e-mails, conversations, sermons, teachings, newsletters, etc.  It 
seems like we often do one of two things, that is, we are guilty of one of two 
extremes:  

� Head In The Sand Approach: We say nothing about the very real 
agenda of radical, extremist Islam (terrorism, Sharia law, global 
domination, etc.) but instead we speak only about loving Muslims.  
“Hear no evil, speak no evil, see no evil.”  This is naiveté, lack of 
discernment, and not being wise as serpents as Jesus commanded us!  

� “Send Them Back Where They Came From” Approach: We speak only 
of the threat of Islam to America and the West and we do it in such a 
way that leaves our Christian friends or listeners more angry or afraid 
than they were before – with no real concern regarding the souls of 
Muslims, no real passion for reaching out to them with the Good News, 
and no real intercession on their behalf! 

I believe the article below attempts to find the balance we need.  What do 
you think? 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 
RADICAL ISLAM:  

AWAKENING THE CHURCH TO TWO REALITIES  
 
One American pastor has already shaken the world with his plans to burn Qu’rans. 
Thank God he did not. Here is another pastor’s perspective on Islam as we remember 
9/11 in America. My goal is to awaken the Church in America to the s piritual, 
political and economic consequences of not winning Muslims to Jesus now. 
 
I think most Christians in America still do not und erstand the radical teachings of 
the Qur’an. More importantly, many Christians have not obeyed the radical 
teachings of Jesus on paying the price to make disc iples of all people. God’s 
heart is breaking that Muslims continue to go to he ll even when they are 
surrounded by Christians, as they are in America.  In addition, the Qur’an presents 
one of the greatest challenges to world stability t hat I know of.  In America, God is 
trying to awaken the Church to both of these realit ies. 
 
This first section on the Qur’an is long and quite disturbing.  Please do not respond in 
fear or in condemnation of Muslims . They are victims of the Qur’an . However, 
knowing the real facts about the Qur’an may awaken us to the urgency of reaching 
Muslims with the Gospel.  Left unchallenged, the Qu r’an may force many Muslims 
to change America in ways we will not like . 
 
The salvation of Muslims is the only practical answ er to the challenge of the 
Qur’an.  It is also the primary answer Jesus would give us . 
 
 



 
 
THE QU’RAN 
The Qur’an is a series of messages given to Muhammad, the founder of Islam, over a 
23-year-period while he lived in two cities from 610-632 AD. While in the first city, 
Mecca, Muhammad dictated (he claimed to be illiterate) most of the “peaceful verses” of 
the Qur’an to others who memorized them. After he moved to Medina and became a 
government official and warlord, Muhammad dictated most of the “war verses” in the 
Qur’an. These two sets of verses often contradict each other tremendously. So, many 
Muslims scholars solve that problem by declaring that the later verses (the war verses) 
“abrogate” or negate the earlier peaceful verses which stand in clear opposition to the 
war verses.  
 
For example, one of the most famous verses often quoted in the West is Qur’an 
2:256: "There is no compulsion in religion."  Sounds good,  but most of us know 
that Muslims who try to leave Islam are to be kille d – according to Islamic Sharia 
law  based on the Hadiths , sacred commentaries on the Qur’an and the life of 
Muhammad.  Where is “no compulsion” in that?  This is in addition to the “war verses” of 
the Qur’an which we will look at in a moment. 
 
Jesus, remember, in the Sermon on the Mount also “abrogated” some ancient 
commands and gave us new commands. His new commands negated any approved 
violence against our enemies. "You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and 
hate your enemy.' But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 
you. . .” (Matthew 5:43-44). The abrogations in the Qur’an obviously go in the opposite 
direction from the biblical abrogations of Jesus. 
 
In reality, Muslims are in a very difficult position.  Like mos t people in the world, 
the vast majority of the earth’s 1.5 billion Muslim s just like to live normal, peaceful 
lives, raise their families and enjoy life.  Unfort unately, their holy book, called the 
Qur’an, will not let them . 
 
This is a dilemma that most Muslims may not know ev en exists or they try to 
ignore. But there are probably millions of militant , fundamentalist Muslims who 
will eventually make sure that the peace-loving, mo derate Muslims do not ignore 
the Qur’ans war verses . 
 
Radical Muslims normally can prevail over moderate Muslims because the Qur’an and 
Muhammad, their prophet, are on the side of the radical Muslims. While most Muslims 
are peace-loving, the Qur’an is not.  Muslim people  are not the problem.  The 
Qur’an is . This fact is easily demonstrated from the Qur’an itself and its sacred 
commentaries, the Hadiths, as well as from Islamic and Western history.  
  
In this article, we’ll look at three facts about the Qur’an:  Global Empire, Jihad and 
Approval to Lie. 
 
The Qur’ans Call to Global Empire 
The Qur’an dictates that Islam must be a religious,  governmental, global empire 
that subdues all infidels . All non-Muslims are considered to be infidels. The clear 
teachings of the Qur’an, the example of their prophet, Muhammad, and Islam's own 
historians all clearly demonstrate one thing: that their god, Allah, wants every infidel to 
submit to Islam by becoming a Muslim or by agreeing to be second-class citizens, called 
dhimmi's, under Islamic sharia laws. This is what happens in every Islamic nation today.  
While most American Muslims are probably not here t o take over America, the 
Qur’an tells them they must.  I honestly feel badly  for the majority of kind, sensible 
Muslims who have no desire to follow Muhammad’s exa mple and teachings on 
this.  Their only real solution is to become follow ers of Jesus. . .if one of us will 
witness to them. 
 
 



JIHAD 
Jihad means struggle. Like all religions, jihad includes personal struggl e against 
personal sin. In the Qur’an, jihad is primarily a m ilitary struggle against the 
enemies of Islam . This is what jihad is primarily about: making infidels submit to Islam. 
The Qur’an teaches, and Muhammad amply demonstrated in his own life, that Islam is to 
be spread by any means, including jihad war.  The Qur’an teaches the most highly 
developed theology of war of any religion on earth. In addition, the Qur’an teaches 
that the only deed which can guarantee salvation fo r a Muslim is to die in a battle 
promoting Islam . This is a potent combination. 
 
Islam was Spread by the Sword  
In the first 100 years after the death of Muhammad (632 AD), Islam was spread by 
the non-provoked, preemptive attacks of Muslim armies across Christian North Africa, 
Spain, Palestine and east to the borders of China. Western history shows that Islam was 
the greatest military aggressor against Christianity for 1000 years. While Christian 
nations have also invaded other nations and done de spicable, wicked things to 
innocent non-Christians, their actions contradicted  the teachings of Jesus. 
Islam’s armies were, on the other hand, driven by t he Qur’an to subdue all infidels 
in jihad. 
 
In two major campaigns over a 1000 year period, Islam attacked Christian countries 
in preemptive, non-provoked strikes to force them to submit to Islam, as the Qur’an 
dictates. The first Islamic Moorish military campaign ended on Oct 10, 732 at Tours, 
killing thousands of innocent Christians from 632 to 732 AD. This first invasion of 
Christian lands preceded the Christian Crusades by 500 years! The Christian 
Crusades were sent to recapture control of Jerusalem which Islam had conquered from 
Jews and Christians centuries before. The crusaders were reacting to over four 
centuries of relentless Islamic Jihad, which had wiped out over 50% of all the Christians 
in the world and conquered over 60% of all the Christian lands on earth – before the 
crusades even began. 
 
The last Islamic attack against Christian Europe ended on Sept 11, 1683 at the gates of 
Vienna, Austria when a Polish king and his “winged Hussars” defeated the Muslim 
invading army at the last moment.  Ben Laden's choice of 9/11 for his attack signals that 
Islam is back on the offensive. 
 
The following verse is one of 109 “war verses” in the Koran . This translation is from a 
recognized Islamic translation with my clarifications in parentheses: Al-Hilali 9:29 : 
 
Fight against those who (1) believe not in Allâh, (2) nor in the Last Day, (3) nor forbid 
that which has been forbidden by Allâh and His Messenger (4) and those who 
acknowledge not the religion of truth (i.e. Islâm) among the people of the Scripture (Jews 
and Christians), until they pay the Jizyah( tax) with willing submission, and feel 
themselves subdued. 
 
These 109 “war verses” in the Qur’an must be obeyed by modern Muslims. Muslims 
believe that Allah personally dictated every word in the Qur’an to Muhammad through an 
angel and that Allah has an exact copy of this Qur’an in heaven. The Qur’an is the only 
holy book of any major religion that targets by name other major religions for attack. The 
Qur’an specifically targets Jews and Christians for jihad, as in Qur'an (9:30):  
 
"And the Jews say: Ezra is the son of Allah; and the Christians say: The Messiah is the 
son of Allah; these are the words of their mouths; they imitate the saying of those who 
disbelieved before; may Allah destroy them; how they are turned away!" 
 
Here is another famous “war verse”: Koran 9:5:  
“When the sacred months are over slay the idolaters wherever you find them. Arrest 
them, besiege them, and lie in ambush everywhere for them. If they repent and take to 
prayer and render the alms levy, allow them to go their way. God is forgiving and 
merciful.” 



 
With verses like this in the Qur’an, it is easy to see why radical Muslims rightly 
interpret the Qur’an as Muhammad dictated it and de monstrated it. As I said 
before, many Muslims may not even know of these ver ses. Many Muslims do not 
know the Qur’an very well  for many reasons.  
 
Finally, Muhammad’s personal life is full of examples of such jihad. He led over two 
dozens military raids against his enemies. Muhammad personally approved of and 
watched the beheading of 600 Jewish men who surrendered to his forces in the battle 
of Banu Quraiza. Muslims cannot criticize him without fear of death from other Muslims. 
All Muslims are commanded to follow the example of Muhammad in everything  as 
the Quran teaches in Qur’an 33:21: 
 
Al-Hilali 33:21: Indeed in the Messenger of Allâh (Muhammad SAW) you have a good 
example to follow for him who hopes in (the Meeting with) Allâh and the Last Day and 
remembers Allâh much. 
 
Islam is constantly called “a religion of peace” by  many in the West, but the 
Qur’ans definition of peace seems to be that when e veryone has submitted to 
Islam, then there will be peace . Most of the wars on earth now are examples of 
Muslims trying to obey the Qur’an in bringing infidels into submission to Islam. This is 
jihad on behalf of Islam. This is the duty of all Muslims to support. 
 
Lying Is Permissible to Advance Islam 
The Qur’an gives Muslims approval to lie to anyone in order to help advance Islam. This 
Islamic tradition is from the sacred Hadiths of Islam which describe the life of the “perfect 
man”, Muhammad. In this story, about the assassination of Ka’b bin al-Ashra, ordered by 
Muhammad, Muhammad tells them they can lie to do it. While most Muslims are 
honest people and may not even know about this stor y, many fundamentalists 
Muslims know that they have their god's permission and their prophet’s “perfect 
example” to lie to promote Islam and fight jihad. T his is an Islamic teaching we all 
need to bear in mind when we hear Islamic leaders s peak . 
 

PART 2: WHAT WOULD JESUS DO? 
 
What Would Jesus Do? 
Just do what Jesus told us to do in the Gospels: lo ve our neighbors, love our 
enemies and make disciples of all the nations.  Mus lims need love, perhaps more 
than any other non-Christian group. They get little  or none of it in Islam. 
 
Muslims are starving to know a God Who loves . Their god is a god of fear who will 
determine their eternal destiny only after they die  – unless they die as a jihad 
martyr . Muslim women are often very oppressed in Islam. The Qur’an even gives the 
husband permission to strike (some say “beat”) his wife if she disobeys him. Reaching 
Muslim women with love and friendship may be one of the keys to reaching Muslims. 
 
Most Muslims have never had a close relationship wi th a real Christian who is 
walking close to God.   If they saw us love one another, forgive one another, serve one 
another and love our God with all our hearts, they would be drawn to our God of love. 
 
Muslims long to see miracles. There are none in Islam. Muhammad performed no 
miracles. The Qur’an teaches that Jesus did miracles. If Muslims saw the sick being 
healed, secrets of the heart revealed by prophecy, and if they felt the Presence of 
God in our homes and prayer meetings, they would lo ve to know more about 
Jesus . 
 
God is so intent on saving Muslims that He has give n thousands of them dreams 
and visions of Jesus in the last 20 years. No other  group in history has ever had 
this quantity of individual, supernatural revelatio n from God .   
 



 
A DVD called More Than Dreams tells the true story of five such Muslims from five 
different nations. You can watch and legally download and copy and give away these 
beautiful, true stories on the web. Please give them away! 
 
One of the best methods for reaching Muslims is called “The Camel Method.”  It uses 
Jesus as the bridge between the Qur’an and the Bible, since Jesus is in both books. The 
Qur’an rightly teaches that Jesus was born of a vir gin, was sinless and did 
miracles.  Muslims honor Jesus as a true prophet. T hey would like to know more 
about Jesus.  Let’s tell them!! 
 
Yes, winning Muslims to Jesus will not be easy. It will take much time to develop 
friendships in which the Gospel can be shared effec tively . Muslims distrust 
Christians as we often distrust them. But Muslims are being won to Jesus all over the 
world more and more. Many are secret believers in Muslim nations. There are so many 
Muslims converting now that Islamic leaders are actually getting scared! 
 
For centuries, Christians in Muslim nations have avoided sharing the Gospel with 
Muslims out of fear. At the Lausanne Missions Conference in 1989 in Manila, George 
Otis stated that the Gospel has not penetrated the Muslim world as much as it 
should have in the last 1400 years because we have been afraid to die for our 
faith . 
 
This disobedience by Christians has allowed million s of Muslims to go to hell 
without the eternal life Jesus wants to give them. God’s heart is breaking over 
that! Now, God has brought millions of Muslims to A merica – so they will be 
saved!  It’s time for all of us Christians to trade  in our fear/anger/apathy towards 
Muslims for love of Muslims.  It’s time to stop wai ting for them to come to 
us and go to them so they can meet the only Person Who can save them from 
their sins and receive eternal life . 
 
Conclusion 
As I have shown earlier, the Qur’an can easily be used by radical Muslims to justify 
violent jihad in every non-Muslim nation on earth. It calls for Islam to governmentally 
subdue all infidels. Most Muslims do not have that agenda but millions of radical Muslims 
seem to affirm it. The only real answer to radical Muslims and their r adical Qur’an is 
conversion to Jesus! 
 
That is also the biblical response to Islam. If Chr istians do not seek to make 
Muslims disciples of Jesus, millions more could end  up in hell and our nation is 
more likely to suffer at the hands of radical Musli ms . 
 
I think it is that simple. I think it is that urgen t.  As a pastor, I urge you to pray and 
act soon.  Make the evangelization of Muslims a pri ority in your life and in your 
church.  I have a holy hunch it is a priority with God right now . 
 
For His harvest among Muslims, 
Bob Fox, Pastor  
(edited from Partners online with Archives at: http://partners1607.blogspot.com/) 
 

How, then, can they call on the one they have not b elieved in?  
And how can they believe in the one of whom they ha ve not heard?  

And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?   
And how can anyone preach unless they are sent?  

As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of th ose who bring good news!” 
(Romans 10:14-15) 



20 Faith & Life Questions For Muslim & Christian Dialogue 

* Who has been the most significant living person in your faith journey? 

* Outside of Muhammad or Jesus, what person of faith would you most like to 

emulate? 

* What is your favorite attribute of God? 

* How would you best describe your emotions - your feelings – about God? 

* To you, what is the most meaningful verse in your Holy Book?  To you, what is 

the most meaningful story in your Holy Book? 

* If you could use one word to describe your own personal prayer experiences 

(outside of formal prayer times), what would it be? 

* What kind of things do you pray about the most?   

* How do you address God in your prayers? 

* What kind of thoughts do you have about God when you pray? 

* What word best typifies your relationship to God? 

* Tell about a "high" in your relationship to God?  A "low." 

* Who is Jesus to you? 

* If you say that you love Jesus, why?  What is it specifically about him - his 

person, his work, his character - that inspires your love? 

* When you think about being before God in the Day of Judgment, what thoughts 

do you have?  What emotions do you feel? 

* What would be the greatest thing about going to heaven?  What would be the 

worst thing about going to hell? 

 * Why are we here on earth?  Besides your general answer, why do you think God 

put you on earth?  For what specific purpose that is unique to you? 

* If you could do anything for God in gratitude for what He has done for you, what 

would it be? 

* If you could give one message of faith to the whole world, what would it be? 

* What has this experience been like for you in going through these questions 

together? 

* What do you think would be the single most important thing that could be done to 

bring Muslims & Christians together in sincere, honest, meaningful dialogue and 

relationship? 
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