
Chapter 5: Law and Gospel
1. Do this. You’re not doing it. Try harder… Have you heard that kind of sermon 

before?  What does it do in you?  

2. What’s the problem when we only hear about what we should be doing and nothing 
more?  

3. How would you define the terms: law and Gospel?  

4. Read Romans 10:13-15. Who was influential in bringing the good news to you when 
you needed it?  

5. What do you think people need to hear more in our culture - law or Gospel?  Why?  

6. Luther writes, “The Gospel supplies a longed for remedy to people in aguish.” What 
gifts does the Gospel bring to people who are in anguish over their sins?  

7. How do Law and Gospel work in partnership with one another. How does losing one 
create problems for sharing the other?  



How to Tell the Difference 

between Law and Gospel 
 
ay close attention to what you hear. Law and Gospel are always connected to God’s 
Word. God brings them to you in the Bible, in preaching and in the sacraments. If you 
listen closely to them, you’ll hear God speaking both Law and Gospel. 

 
 
 

Pinpointing law’s presence 
1. Watch for the “should.” 

God uses the Law to tell us creatures what we ought to do so that we can all live in an orderly, peaceful 
and secure world. So the Law always sounds like a demand. Words like should, ought to, have to, must 
and shall are a dead give-away that the Law is around somewhere. 

2. Keep an eye open for the First Commandment. 
When God says, “You shall have no other gods,” it’s what all other law rises from. The Law’s goal is to 
force us sinners to act like God’s will is more important than our own. 

3. Ask who’s in charge of making it happen. 
Demands always require you to do something to fulfill them. Because the Law is about demands, if 
you’re being urged to act a certain way to make something happen it’s the Law. 

4. Look for death lurking in the shadows. 
 Because sinners keep thinking they’re in charge and can use their will to create a good future for 

themselves, God lets the demands of life bear down on us. When you feel like life is just about killing 
you, you can be pretty sure it’s God’s Law nipping at your heels. 

 
 
 

Getting hit by the Gospel 
1. Listen for the promise. 

When a promise is made, it’s the person promising who’s responsible for fulfilling it. If what you’re 
hearing tells you what Christ promises to do for you without any action on your part, then the Gospel is 
showing up on the scene. 
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2. Expect a radical surprise from Jesus. 
We sinners should never expect the good news of Jesus. We should only expect judgment from God. 
But instead the Gospel brings mercy from Jesus to sinners. 

3. Look for the “you.” 
The Gospel is always spoken directly to sinners. If what you hear doesn’t use the word “you,” it could 
be a good description about God or Jesus. But it’s not quite the Gospel, for the Gospel says it straight 
out: “You are forgiven.” “Jesus died for you.” 

4. Use your hindsight. 
If you’ve been changed by God’s Word, you’ll begin to see God’s faithfulness in spite of what you see 
around you in the world. If it’s caused you to trust God even though the world says you’re a loser, then 
you can be sure you’ve been hit by the Gospel. 
 
 

Be aware 
Law and gospel aren’t things to be defined. They’re the ways we experience these two things God is doing 
in the Creation: 

• God is working to eliminate the you who turns away and puts your trust in other things. When the law 
does its work, that’s what God is doing. 

• God is also using his Word to create a new faithful person out of you. When the gospel does its work, 
that’s what God is doing. 

God sometimes does only the first thing. But God never brings the Gospel without the Law being present 
first. It’s only when the Law stops us from thinking we can make life work out on our own that we’re ever 
open to hear what God promises. 

The best place to spot both God’s Law and Gospel at work is anywhere sinners gather to hear God’s Word. 
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