
In the first centuries A.D. the cycle of Christian time grew out of the conviction that all time finds 
meaning in the death and resurrection of Christ. Thus the early Christians, beginning with the 
paschal event, extended the Christian calendar forward to Pentecost and backward to Lent and 
Holy Week. Later, in the fourth century, Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany were developed to 
complete the cycle.     —Thomas Talley, The Services of the Christian Year 

What Is Advent?  

Advent is a season on the Church calendar. It’s actually the start of the 

Church’s calendar year. While our calendars start with New Year’s day, and 

the fiscal calendar starts over in July, and school calendars start in August, 

the Church starts her year off 4 Sundays before Christmas.  

Advent is an interesting time—it’s a time between the times—a time be-

tween the first and second Advents of Christ. The OT saints looked forward 

in anticipation of the Messiah to come. NT saints look back on that time of 

anticipation, yet we also have a time of looking forward in anticipation for 

Jesus’ return. So, in that way, Advent is about longing.  

Sometimes Christmas sneaks into the Advent season. Our retailers begin 

getting Christmas items ready for sale before Advent begins. Because of 

this, much attention is given to Christmas day, which encourages us to get 

to the birth of Jesus without spending much time reflecting and aching for 

the deliverance that Christ alone brings. The opulence of the Christmas 

season can easily overpower the Advent themes of longing, waiting, ach-

ing, and repentance. These are great themes for Advent devotionals. 

The history of Advent teaches us a great deal about its meaning and prepares us to observe this 

time with reverence and understanding. This history reveals the simultaneous importance of both 

penitence and hope, of both remorse and rejoicing.  

               —Robert Webber, The Services of the Christian Year 



We’re glad you’re considering joining us in putting our Advent 2016 devotional together. 

We are looking for voices of all ages—young to old. We are looking for family contribu-

tions as well as devotions from individuals. Views through the eyes of children as well as 

wisdom from those who have been around the block a few times is welcome! Come 

one, come all!   

It may be that you haven’t done anything like this before—that’s okay. We’ve put togeth-

er a few thoughts to help you out. There are two main processes, 1) Studying the pas-

sage, and 2) Writing your devotional. We’ve included thoughts on both sections. Thanks 

for being a part of this….and remember….  

Pastor Chris is available to help you—just be in touch.   

1) Study your passage (SOAP) 

A pastor named Wayne Cordeiro has developed a helpful plan for studying a passage. 
(The following is based on his plan.)  

SCRIPTURE — Read about a paragraph before and after your particular passage. This 
helps to provide context. Consider what type of passage it is (history, law, prophets, po-
etry, gospel, letter). Consider which testament and the effect this has (was this in antici-
pation of Christ, or a result of Christ’s first advent?).  

OBSERVATION — Take time to ask questions of the text. Does this text give commands 
or examples to imitate? Are there promises from God in the text? What does it teach me 
about the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—how is God working in this passage? Is this text 
calling me to a concrete action, an attitude, or something else?  

APPLICATION — Ask how this passage should affect the reader—what difference should 
this passage make? Consider how you fall short and how you have been provided for in 
Christ. How should this passage encourage and strengthen me?  

PRAYER— Ask how this passage should affect the reader—what difference should this 

passage make? Consider how you fall short and how you have been provided for in 
Christ. How should this passage encourage and strengthen me?   

 

2) Write your devotional  

In writing the devotional, the intent is to put your study into a polished form that conveys 

the fruit of your study with more style than simply listing notes from your study. The fol-

lowing ideas are based on instructions from Jerry Jenkins: http://www.jerryjenkins.com/how-to-write-a-

devotional/ 



The Writing Method 

When you settle on a passage of Scripture as your anchor text, read it in different translations. Pray and 

meditate over it until you’re certain you thoroughly understand the verse in context. 

Stay current by offering an illustration today’s reader can relate to. Link modern challenges and questions 

to longstanding solutions from God’s Word—and make the connections obvious and logical. 

Analyze your Scripture for what it says about God, about others, about you. 

Does it: 

Make promises, like, “Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from 

it”? 

Issue commands, like, “You shall not steal”? 

Establish principles, like, “What people sow, that will they also reap”? 

Offer examples, like when Jesus said, “Follow Me”? 

Present prayers, like The Lord’s Prayer? 

Provide encouragement, like, “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth”? 

Once you discover the true meaning and function of a passage, you’ll know how to help your readers re-

late to it. 

We’re told that all Scripture is profitable, so explain how this passage will profit your reader. But remem-

ber, you’re not writing a Bible lesson, a history lesson, or a lecture. Offer an anecdote that applies the 

passage to your reader. 

Doc Hensley’s Devotional Format Summary 

Hook 

An excellent lead and a compelling anecdote will grab and hold (hook) the reader’s atten-

tion. (a story or intriguing thought) 

Book 

Point them to the wisdom of the Bible (book). 

Look 

Offer some unique way of seeing (look) how the Bible relates to his or her needs. 

Took 

Finally, provide takeaway (took) value. (What are the concrete actions you would like the 

reader to leave with?) 

(the information above is a section found within a larger piece dealing with writing devotionals founds here: http://
www.jerryjenkins.com/how-to-write-a-devotional/) 

 

LENGTH of devotional — if you are a budding professional writer, we are glad to have 

you, but for the rest of us, we’re not interested in placing a heavy burden on you to fill 30 

pages with your devotional. We are looking for something on the order of a blog post—

maybe 500-1500 words. Have fun with it, and thanks for reading with us and writing for us! 


