
1 

 

 

Ministry Team Minutes…January 2016 

There has been interest expressed in publishing the minutes of the ministry teams. 
We are making them available as a trackable email link. They are provided in an 
effort to facilitate communication. 
 
By the time you read them, they will have been approved for publication by an Elder 
responsible for the ministry team, and will be given their final editing by pastor 
Chris. If you don’t see minutes from a certain team, it means that they weren’t 
available at the time of ‘press,’ or that they did not meet.  
 
Please let us know if you find these valuable…there were over 60 click-thru’s for the 
December minutes! 

 

 

CE Ministry Minutes 

January 4, 2016 

 

Those Present: RE Michael Garmon, Chairman; Debbie Johns, Judy Proch; Joe Wright; 

Jack Marti; Jarrett Chapman 
 

The meeting was opened with prayer. 

 

     Judy Proch passed around the most recent financial information on the team’s ministry 

budget. 

 

     Debbie Johns reported that she had completed the required FBI fingerprinting, acquired end 

of the year office supplies, and finished her vacation days by year’s end. The company that 

produced out Vacation Bible School materials is not making product available any longer so we 

will have to find a new provider. A purchase order was approved for acquiring materials. VBS is 

tentatively scheduled for June 20 through 24 with set up on the 18th and dedication of the staff 

on the 19th. Debbie will also be consulting with the Stewardship Ministry Team for a Lenten 

Mission Project for the Sunday School children. 

 

     Joe Wright reported on the activities of the youth group. He is currently reading material 

about developing a relational youth group that grows together rather than merely participating in 

activities, and sharing the material with those who help him in youth leadership. He expressed 

appreciation for the involvement and leadership of Aly Young with the group. Joe is encouraging 

the youth to join in with him as he participates with the church choir in an upcoming anthem. 

The new year started with a second annual pick-up basketball game and devotional time in which 

17 people participated. Activities for the month include a meeting with youth and adult prayer 
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partners on the 17th, Winter Jam at Consol Energy Center on the 30th, and a Lawrence County 

Youth Ministries sponsored Dodge Ball event at the Sankey Center on the 31st. 

 

     Jarrett Chapman reported that the Trail Life troop is in the process of re-chartering for the 

year and some of the steps have been a little rough. Among the long range plans the troop leaders 

are working on is a camping experience for the younger boys, a canoeing trip on the Allegheny 

River for the older boys, and a spring campout for the troop the weekend of our church’s 

highway clean-up, in which they will participate. 

 

     Michael Garmon presented an initial draft of a letter that will be sent out, after additions and 

edits offered by the team, to all children and youth volunteers that have not yet completed the 

required security clearances with the goal of bringing our church into 100% compliance with 

these directives. He also presented a rough outline of the topics and information that should be 

addressed in a communicant’s class and the team added their input. It was agreed that the team 

will reach out to several members of the congregation who have expressed the need for such a 

program or have background that we feel will contribute to developing a class that will be 

effective and inviting to young people as they explore church membership 

 

     The meeting concluded with prayer. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Michael Garmon 

 

Evangelism Ministry   

Jan. 4, 2016 

 

Prayer by Carl Sacherich 

 

Members present:  Carl Sacherich, Fred Proch.       Excused: Kathy Hodge, Ruth Foster,  

Sherry Polivka,  Gary Forbes, Warren and Ruth Fleming, Josephine McFarland.       

Absent:  Roberta Filer, Carol Cookson. 

          

Review of existing evangelism efforts 

o Highway signboard (Fred).  Some letters have become faded, and there is an insufficient 

quantity of some letters.  Fred agreed to check availability and pricing for additional 

letters of the same size and style. 

o After-school program (Dick Craig).  Attendance has been averaging 14-16, with a high of 

20.   There are 10 fairly regular adult staffers, and the goal of having 1 adult for every 5 

students is regularly met.  An invoice is forthcoming for several months’ worth of snacks 

(from Costco).  No other expenses are anticipated at this time. 

o Bus Ministry (Roberta). No report. 

o Adopt-a-Highway (George Yates). No report. 

o Room signs (Carl).  It had been decided at the Nov. meeting to look into placing signage 

on the following rooms on the main floor:  Office, Nursery,  Pastor’s Study  Library, 
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Ekklesia Room (originally  designated as Conference Room), and Choir Room.  A 

suitable source for such signage has not been found yet.   

o Newspaper classified ad.  Still running.   

o Welcome Center  

 

Plans for Mid-winter congregational picnic 

o The preferred date of Feb. 21
st
 is available.    

o The menu will include hot dogs, buns, baked beans, potato salad, chips, cookies, & 

drinks.   Fred will purchase the food.  Fred and Carl will recruit volunteers for set up and 

cooking. 

o Carl will publicize in the ‘newsletter and the Sunday bulletins. 

 

The meeting was closed with prayer at 8:30pm.       

 The next meeting will be on Monday, February 1
st
 at 7 pm. 

 

 

Submitted by Carl Sacherich,  chairman. 

 

 

Property Ministry Minutes 

January 4, 2016 

 

Those Present: Ray Marr, Chairman; George Pisor, Dennis Neese, Tom Strobel,  Joe 

Young and Myrna Young 

 

Ray Marr opened the meeting with prayer at approximately 7:15pm.  

 

  1.  Purchased electrical and custodial supplies for stock. 

  2.  All emergency/exit lights tested ok. 

  3.  We continue to ferry seasonal items between the church and the garage.  

  4.  Adjusted the timers for the outside lights.     

  5.  Rerouted the throttle cable on the dump truck. 

  6.  Cut, welded and adjusted the snow plow mount. 

  7.  Install snow plow on the truck. 

  8.  Added weight to the bed of the dump truck. 

  9.  Installed the new dusk to dawn/motion light on the west end of the garage. 

10.  Reroute the downspout on the northeast corner of the garage. 
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11.  Adjusted the dusk to dawn light on the east end of the pavilion. 

12.  Purchased a supply of ice melt, plastic containers for ice melt and a spreader. 

13.  Got the bus inspected.  A couple light bulbs were out and a short extension on the  

tail pipe replaced. 

14.  Hired McCurly Houston Electrical to replace light bulbs on the high light pole and the north 

portico. 

15.  Replaced two bulbs in the driveway pole lamps. 

16.  Replaced the battery in the dump truck.  

17.  Awaiting a reply from Schindler Elevator about our offer to buy out our contract with them. 

The meeting was closed in prayer by Dennis Neese at approximately 8:15pm. 

Respectfully submitted 

Myrna Young, Secretary 

 

Worship Ministry Minutes 

January 4, 2016 

  

Bonnie opened with scripture/devotion and prayer. 

Present: Gerri Marti, Chris Curtis, Bonnie Neese 

 

Discussion: 

1) Sitting/standing while Apostle and/or Nicene Creed is proclaimed 

2) Reminder to Pastor Chris to offer an invite during worship to those who may feel God 

calling them 

*Bonnie to remind Chris before service 

3) Jeremiah’s leaving (he wrote with Michael G) Call to Worship and Opening Prayer 

*Kris Lingenfelter is in charge of this schedule 

*Do all those volunteering Elders want to continue to participate 

*Would the Elders be willing to write their own Call to Worship and Opening 

Prayer 

*Chris may have a resource to assist 

4) Communion- 1/10/16.  Need to arrange Elders to serve.  Jack Marti is contacting men. 

5) Worshipper in Training 5
th

 Sunday - 1/31/16, 5/29/16, 7/31/16, 10/30/16 

*The Order of Worship in regards to singing the hymns will change slightly on 

these Sundays 

*Gerri Marti working on this 

6) February 10, 2016- Ash Wednesday Service (Communion) Time 6:30pm to 7:15pm 

*Lenten Series- 2/17, 2/24, 3/2, 3/9, 3/16 - May do more of a bible study, than a 

service 

*Pastor Chris to provide study material 

*Bonnie Neese will arrange volunteers 
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*Maundy Thursday- March 24, 2016 (Communion) Time 7:00pm to 8:00pm 

7) Interest in another Community Praise 

*Possibly April 10
th

 or 17
th

 

*Consider Gateway Slippery Rock Band? 

*Waiting for response from the ACTS of Worship 

8) Gerri Marti will be away on 1/24/16 & 1/31/16.  Debbie Hennon is filling in as pianist.  

 

Bonnie closed with prayer. 

 

COMMUNION YEAR 2016: 

*Marybeth Pisor continues to make Communion bread 

*Communion Set-up Volunteers: (all have been notified of their Sundays) 

 

1/10/16 George Pisor    Clean up Betty Polen 

2/10/16 Shirley Seltzer (Ash Wed)                   Clean up Bonnie Neese 

3/24/16 Shirley Seltzer (Maundy Thursday) 

5/15/16 Tom & Laura McCormick 

7/10/16 George Pisor 

10/2/16 Jeff Gehm 

11/27/16 Tom & Laura McCormick 
 


